over several decades with the cervical spine osteotomy that bears his family name, the "Simmon's osteotomy."
Several controversial topics pertinent to modern cervical surgery were debated by leading experts in their respective fields, ranging from motion preservation surgery using disk replacement devices, the treatment of athletes with critical cervical spinal stenosis, and the optimal surgical approach for cervical spondylotic myelopathy using modern techniques. It was my great privilege both to serve as the director of the HSS Complex Cervical Spine Symposium and as guest editor of the HSS Journal's cervical spine special issue. This focus issue of the symposium summarizes many of the cutting edge talks, debate sessions, and expert techniques given by surgeons at the symposium. Electronic supplementary material The online version of this article (doi:10.1007/s11420-014-9428-2) contains supplementary material, which is available to authorized users.
